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Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences 

HSS Student Bursary Project Advert 2024/25
	Project title:
Investigating consumer perception of plant-based food

	Summary/explanation of the project:
Recent years have seen a growth of plant-based alternatives to meat and dairy products (e.g., pea-based burger, oat milk) as part of policies and trends related to sustainable food production and healthier eating. Despite their popularity, the marketing of these products has been challenging because consumers struggle to evaluate them, as they do not possess attributes linked to traditional animal-based proteins. In this project we aim to explore consumer perceptions of these food alternatives, in particular, those that mix animal and plant protein (e.g., 50-50 burger).


	Project lead:

Dr. Zahra Sharifonnasabi, School of Business and Management (z.sharifonnasabi@qmul.ac.uk)


	Relationship between this project and your research or scholarship:
In addition to scholarly impact of this project, I envision impact-relevant discussions stemming from my analysis. Currently, many important international initiations focus on alternative food system to improve health, environment, and economy (e.g., Horizon Europe Cluster 6 - Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment)


	Project work and outcomes:

This project offers one bursary and a half (to either PG students or Y3/4 UG students): one student working 76 hrs and another 38 hrs. Students can involve in the following tasks: 
1. Task 1: conducting online search on forums about plant-based food as well as searching for and documenting product reviews (with focus on products that mix plant and animal proteins/sugar/ etc.). The student will be given some initial examples of products that can be used as an inspiration for their search.
1. Task 2: finding consumers of plant-based food (specially products that mix animal and plant protein) and conducting informal interviews (interview questions and a mini-training on conducting interviews will be supplied by the lead researcher). 

* Students may choose to be involved in one or both above steps, based to their interests and skills.
** The work can be conducted remotely
*** The study has received ethics approval






	Student skills and knowledge required:
The following skills are required:
· Familiarity with word and excel
· Attention to details
· Being organized
· Ability to follow instructions 
· Communication skills
· Time management
· Teamwork (although the tasks are designed to conduct individually, a certain level of teamwork and communication is required to, for example, avoid multiple students working on the same sources)

	Start date and work pattern: 
The start date: as early as possible
Work pattern: 6 hours/week for 8 weeks. There is a possibility of flexibility in work pattern if student requests. 
· Briefing and monitoring arrangement: An initial 1-1 consultation session about the aims of the overall project and work to be done. Weekly 1-1 meetings to review progress
The project will be completed within the period of 25 March ‐ 4 July 2025.

	Students must submit applications to sbm-research@qmul.ac.uk by Friday, 14 March 2025, at noon, 12:00. 
Each School will make its own arrangements for selecting student applicants; these may include interviews if considered appropriate.
We anticipate that funding will be disbursed in two instalments, both subject to confirmation by the academic project lead that the student has been working appropriately.

The first instalment (40% of the award) will be paid at end of February 2025; the second (60% of the award) will be paid upon overall completion.
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